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The Committee for Human Rights in Vietnam (CHRV) protests the trials of political dissidents and human rights advocates by the Vietnamese communist government.

Since the beginning of 2007 the communist government has launched a brutal crackdowns on many community organizations and groups in Vietnam in order to quell the aspirations of Vietnamese people for freedom and democracy. After a brief interruption of activities during which many of its members were harassed, arrested, persecuted, or harshly sentenced, the CHRV has resumed its reporting on the severe human rights violations of the Vietnamese communist government in recent months.   

On March 30, 2007, the Hue City authorities put on trial and sentenced Catholic Father Nguyen Van Ly and various leaders of the Vietnam Progression Party.

· Father Nguyen Van Ly, a founder and leader of Bloc 8406 (arrested on February 18, 2007), was sentenced to eight years of imprisonment to be followed by five years of house arrest.

· Mr. Nguyen Phong, chief founder of the Vietnam Progression Party (arrested on February 17, 2007), was sentenced to six years of imprisonment to be followed by three years of house arrest. 

· Mr. Nguyen Binh Thanh, cofounder of the Vietnam Progression Party (arrested on February 17, 2007), was sentenced to five years of imprisonment to be followed by two years of house arrest.

· Ms. Hoang Thi Anh Dao, secretary general of the Vietnam Progression Party (arrested on February 19, 2007), was sentenced to two years of “tù treo”(literally “suspended sentence”; comparative to “non-confinement”) to be completed by three years of probation.

· Ms. Le Thi Le Hang, secretary of the Vietnam Progression Party (arrested on February 19, 2007), was sentenced to 18 months of “tù treo”(literally “suspended sentence”; comparative to “non-confinement”) to be followed by two years of probation.

On May 3, 2007, the Dong Thap Province authorities put on trial and sentenced followers of the Hao Hao Buddhist Indigenous Church of Vietnam (HHBICV)

· Mr. Nguyen Van Tho, chairman of the Dong Thap Province Administrative Committee, HHBICV (arrested on October 2, 2006), was sentenced to four years of imprisonment.

· Mrs. Duong Thi Tron, chair of the Dong Thap Province Women’s Committee for Charitable Work, HHBICV (wife of Chairman Tho; arrested on October 2, 2006), was sentenced to six years of imprisonment.

· Mr. Le Van Soc, chairman of the Vinh Long Province Administrative Committee, HHBICV (arrested on November 4, 2006), was sentenced to six years of imprisonment.

· Mr. Nguyen Van Thuy (aka Tam), youth affairs head of HHBCV’s Vinh Long Province Administrative Committee (arrested on April 22, 2006), was sentenced to five years of imprisonment.

On May 10, 2007 the Saigon (Ho Chi Minh City) authorities put on trial and sentenced members of the People’s Democratic Party (PDP).

· Le Nguyen Sang, MD, a member of the PDP (arrested August 14, 2006), was sentenced to five years of imprisonment to be followed by two years of house arrest.  

· Attorney Nguyen Bac Truyen, director of Viet Thinh Phu Co. and a member of the PDP (arrested August 14, 2006), was sentenced to four years of imprisonment to be followed by two years of house arrest.  

· Journalist Huynh Nguyen Dao, director of Lien Hiep Huynh Co. and a member of the PDP (arrested August 14, 2006), was sentenced to three years of imprisonment to be followed by two years of house arrest.  

On May 11, 2007, the Ha Noi Capital authorities put on trial and sentenced two other dissidents:

· Attorney Nguyen Van Dai, head of the Thien An law office and a founder and counsel of the CHRV, a contributing editor to the Tu Do (Freedom) magazine (arrested on March 6, 2007), was sentenced to five years of imprisonment to be followed by four years of house arrest.

· Attorney Le Thi Cong Nhan, spokesperson of the Vietnam Progression Party and a founder and counsel of the CHRVN (arrested on March 6, 2007), was sentenced to four years of imprisonment to be completed by three years of house arrest.   

On May 15, 2007, the Ho Chi Minh City (Saigon) authorities put on trial and sentenced attorney Tran Quoc Hien, director of the Saigon Law Consultation office and spokesperson of the United Farmers anf Workers Association (arrested on January 12, 2007), to five years of imprisonment to be followed by two years of house arrest.

Other political dissidents (currently in detention), namely Truong Quoc Huy, attorney Le Quoc Quan, attorney Nguyen Thi Thuy Trang, writer Tran Khai Thanh Thuy, Ho Thi Bich Khuong (a victim of injustice) may be unduly tried in the near future. Despite having peacefully advocated democracy and human rights, they all were persecuted by the Vietnamese communist government under Article 88 of the Criminal Code for “having disseminated propaganda against the Socialist Republic of Vietnam”. This article contravenes Articles 50, 53 and 69 relating to “[Vietnamese] Citizens’ Basic Rights and Responsibilities, as well as Article 146 regarding “Legal Effects” of the Vietnamese Constitution of 1992. Article 88 runs counter to the intent and contents of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights (1948) and the International Covenant of Civil and Political Rights (1966) --the two documents Vietnam has the responsibility to uphold and implement as a signatory.   

The CHRV hereby condemns all the above-mentioned human rights violations --whether harassment, intimidation, arrest, or imprisonment –against the political dissidents and human rights advocates in Vietnam. It urges the Vietnamese communist government to immediately release the innocent citizens above, as well as cease and desist similar unjust, kangaroo-court-trials and acts of persecution in the future.   

The CHRV calls upon each and every Vietnamese, both in and outside of the country, to become a seed of human rights protection for the benefits of tomorrow’s Vietnam, which is to rise shoulder to shoulder with other civilized countries the world over.

The CHRV also calls upon the international community to condemn the Vietnamese communist government’s human rights violations, and voice its support for non-violent advocates for religious freedom, human rights and democracy in Vietnam.     

Made in Hanoi on the 20th day of May 2007

On behalf of the CHRV

Nguyễn Công Lý và Bùi Minh Thanh.
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